Grounded Theory Forum

Notes from the second Meeting 26th June 2013
Many thanks to the School of Education for hosting our meeting again!
Introductions …were conducted!

Present: 
Sarah Neill, Estelle Tarry, Melanie Slade, Alasdair Gordon-Finlayson, Deb Pugh, Jacquie Ridge, Anna Crouch, Kathy Mortimer, Chinedum Okezie, Gina
Apologies: 
Nicholas Head, Win Hughes, Jane Callaghan, Jorg Huber, Tania Hart, Karen Beaulieu, Jane Murray

Key points of discussion:
There are different levels at which GT approaches may be used, although they may not be labeled as such. 
Where to publish and how to condense GT thesis into papers, including: How can you condense methodology chapter into 500 words?

· Questions to ask: Who is your audience? Consequently where to publish? i.e. which journal? What are your key messages?

· JR referred to a presentation from Kader Parahoo that she attended recently which she found helpful and will circulate to the group.

· Look at other GT papers published in the chosen journal

Supervisor’s advice

· ‘A PhD is not a whodunnit’ i.e. shouldn’t have to wait until the end of the thesis to work out what’s going on!

Mixing approaches to GT (Alasdair coined the use of the term ‘bricoleur’) 

· Relies on the confidence of the analyst

· Positionality is an important dimension

Data analysis software

· NVivo was originally designed for GT

· 30 free trial available from QSR International

· Concordance software is use for finding uses of individual terms (e.g. WordStat)

Sampling

· Discussed different forms of sampling in qualitative research

· Uweflick was referred to as having good content on sampling strategies

Useful texts
· DP recommended Birks & Mills (2011) Grounded Theory. A Practice Guide. Los Angeles, Sage.; and Charmaz’s text on constructing grounded theory.

Date and time of next two meetings

Wednesday 2nd October 1-3pm – Alasdair to present example of using modeling within NVivo. 
Wednesday 4th December 1-3pm
